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DR LOUISE CROSSLEY BEQUEST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Dr Louise Crossley 

 

Dr Louise Crossley, eminent Tasmanian scientist and environmentalist, loved the Tasmanian 

Symphony Orchestra and took pride in how many women were in the orchestra. Her hope 

that one day as many women as men will be conducting orchestras around the world led to 

Louise Crossley making provision through a bequest for the Tasmanian Symphony 

Orchestra to nurture the development of women conductors. 

 

Former Australian Greens leader Christine Milne said “Louise Crossley led a remarkable life 

full of high achievement driven by her curiosity, exploration and passion for the natural 

world and the people around her. 

“She was a leader, a great traveller, and a person who made things happen, from her days at 

the Powerhouse Museum to the Commission for the Future, to the Antarctic Division, and 

more recently her work to help establish the Australian and Global Greens. 

“She loved the Antarctic and was a pioneer as Station Leader at Mawson Base in 1991, only 

the second woman in Australia to lead a base. 

“She was the very first convener of the Tasmanian Greens, stood as the Greens Senate 

candidate in Tasmania in 1998 and also served as one of the first conveners of the Australian 

Greens. 

“Louise was a wonderful role model of female leadership and friendship. She was generous, 

kind, compassionate, strong and never lost her passion for people, music, ideas and new 

experiences. To the last she was a champion for women”.  
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ELENA SCHWARZ 
- Conductor - 

 
Swiss-Australian conductor Elena Schwarz (b. 1985) has been 
selected to participate in the Los Angeles Philharmonic 
Orchestra’s Dudamel Fellowship Programme for the 2018/19 
season. 

 
This follows her success as prize-winner of the Princess Astrid 
Competition (1st prize, Norway 2014), and the Jorma Panula 
Competition (2nd prize, Vaasa 2015) as well as being selected as 
one of three young conductors supported by the French 
Performer’s Association Adami (October 2016). She was 
subsequently appointed Assistant Conductor to Mikko Franck at 
the Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France (2017-2018) 
which run concurrently with a Joint Assistantship to the 
Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra (Marko Letonja) and the West 
Australian Symphony Orchestra (Asher Fisch). 

 
In May 2017 Ms Schwarz conducted a programme of Ravel’s music at Maison de Radio with the 
Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France standing in for Mikko Franck at the last minute, and she 
recently stood in for him again to conduct a performance of Bruckner Symphony No 7 at the Festival 
de Saint-Denis.   Other recent engagements include “Portrait” concerts with the Orchestre 
Philharmonique de Radio France (Nicolas Bacri) and the Lucerne Festival Academy (Olga Neuwirth), 
and performances with the Trondheim Symphony Orchestra, Sinfonietta de Lausanne, Orchestre de 
Cannes, Orchestre de Pasdeloup, Orchestre de Opéra National de Lorraine and the 2016 Martha 
Argerich Festival in Lugano where she conducted Alban Berg’s Chamber Concerto with soloists Renaud 
Capuçon and Nicholas Angelich. 

 
Resident in Switzerland, multilingual Elena Schwarz was recently the subject of a documentary made 
by Swiss TV (RSI) about women building careers in roles traditionally dominated by men, following her 
in rehearsals and a performance of Stravinsky’s The Firebird with the Orchestre de Pasdeloup at the 
Philharmonie de Paris. 

 
Her forthcoming conducting highlights include the Helsingborgs Symfoniorkester, Orchestre de 
Chambre de Paris, Lausanne Chamber Orchestra, Orchestre Philharmonique de Liège, Orchestra della 
Svizzera Italiana, Orchestre de Pasdeloup, Orchestre de Cannes, Musikfabrik Cologne, Tasmanian 
Symphony Orchestra and West Australian Symphony Orchestra. Opera experience includes assisting 
Mikko Franco at the Chorégies d’Orange Festival (Madam Butterfly, Rigoletto) and in Paris with 
Orchestre Philharmonque de Radio France (Strauss Elektra).  She assisted Kazushi Ono on a new 
production of Prokofiev’s Fiery Angel with the Orchestre de Paris at the Festival Aix en Provence in 
July 2018. 

 
After studying cello and musicology at the Geneva Conservatoire and University, Elena Schwarz was 
admitted to the conducting course of Laurent Gay at the Geneva Conservatoire from which she 
graduated with a Master’s degree.  She subsequently specialized in contemporary performance with 
Arturo Tamayo (Conservatorio della Svizzera Italiana).   Further studies took her to Peter Eötvös and 
Matthias Pintscher, and she has participated in masterclasses with Bernard Haitink at the Lucerne 
Festival and Neeme Järvi at the Gstaad Festival. 

 
www.elenaschwarz.com                                                                                                                         2018/19 
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JENNIFER MARTEN-SMITH Pianist 

  

Jennifer Marten-Smith grew up in Tasmania 

and at age 12 was invited to study with 

Professor Gediga-Glombitza at the 

Musikhochschule in Cologne. At age 16 she 

made her public debut with the Tasmanian 

Symphony Orchestra as soloist in Schumann’s 

A minor Piano Concerto, having previously 

recorded the Rimsky-Korsakov Piano 

Concerto with the TSO. Two years later she 

performed the Rubinstein Piano Concerto No 

4 with the TSO and, that same year, was the 

youngest graduate of the Tasmanian 

Conservatorium of Music, where she was 

awarded a high distinction as a double major 

in piano performance and accompaniment. 

Other concertos in her repertoire include 

works by Beethoven, Brahms, Dohnányi, 

Mozart, Saint-Saëns and Tchaikovsky, and she 

has appeared as soloist with the Melbourne 

Symphony Orchestra and the 

Niedersächsisches Staatsorchester Hannover.  

In 1989 she began work as a repetiteur with 

the State Opera of South Australia and 

subsequently joined the Victorian State Opera 

Young Artist Programme. Between 1997 and 

2001 she was repetiteur at the Staatsoper 

Hannover and was a full-time member of the 

music staff with Opera Australia from 2001 to 

2012. She has more than 90 operas in her 

repertoire. Jennifer, a member of the 

Kettering Piano Quartet, is now living in 

Hobart, and is in demand as a soloist, 
accompanist and vocal coach. 

KAREN SMITHIES Pianist 

 

Karen moved to Tasmania from the Central 

Coast of NSW in 1998. She completed her 

Masters in Music Performance at the 

University of Tasmania in 2003, studying with 
Beryl Sedivka and David Bollard.  

Karen graduated from Sydney 

Conservatorium of Music with a Bachelor of 

music in piano performance and 

accompaniment and upon completion of her 

degree, was awarded the “Mollie Neal” 

scholarship for excellence in Accompaniment. 

She has appeared as soloist and accompanist 

with regional orchestras and major vocal 

ensembles across the Central Coast & Sydney, 

NSW. 

Karen has made several national ABC and 

3MS FM broadcasts with artists such as cellist 

Christian Wojtowicz, violinists Marina Phillips 

and Romana Zieglerova, baritones 

Christopher Richardson and Michael Lampard, 

the TSO Brass and Friends and with Andrew 
Seymour (TSO principal clarinettist). 

Karen is currently lecturer in Accompaniment 

at the Tasmanian Conservatorium of Music & 

has lectured in piano studies at the University 

of Tasmania since 2000. In that time she has 

been busy as a repetiteur; accompanist of 

undergraduates, post graduates and visiting 

artists at the Conservatorium & throughout 
Tasmania. 

Karen regularly plays as orchestral & rehearsal 

pianist for the Tasmanian Symphony 

Orchestra and has repetiteured for the 
Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra Chorus.  

Karen lives on Hobart’s Eastern shore with 

her husband Matthew and five children.
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SCHEDULE  

Louise Crossley Conducting Workshop 

 
2019 Workshop Schedule 

 
*Observers may attend 

DATE ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION VENUE 
Saturday28 September 

 11:30am - 12pm 
*Registration 

Participants and observers to register 

upon arrival.  TSO Greenroom 

 12pm – 12:30pm *Lunch Welcome lunch (provided) TSO Greenroom 

12:30pm – 1:00pm 
*Introductions 

and Discussion Discussion with Elena Schwarz TSO Studio 

1:00pm – 3:30pm *Rehearsal Workshop with pianists TSO Studio 

3:30pm - 4:00pm *Break (Refreshments provided) TSO Greenroom  

4:00pm – 6:30pm *Rehearsal Workshop with pianists TSO Studio 

 

VENUE ADDRESS 

All TSO venues are at 1 Davey Street, Hobart, TAS, 7000 

Entrance for all workshop venues is the rear entrance located on the corner of Evans and 

Macquarie Street, opposite the Old Woolstore Hotel. 

REPERTOIRE 

Successful applicants will prepare the following repertoire to rehearse with two pianists who will 

play from orchestral reductions.  

Successful applicants are to bring their own orchestral scores to the workshop. Scores will not be 

provided.  

MOZART Symphony no. 35 in D major, K. 385 “Haffner” 

Movements 1 & I1 only 

 

RAVEL Le Tombeau de Couperin 

I Prélude  

II Fugue 

III Forlane 

IV Rigaudon 

V Menuet 

VI Toccata 
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FEES 

The workshop is available for free to successful female applicants thanks to the generosity of 

the Louise Crossley Bequest. All other expenses, including travel and accommodation, are 

the responsibility of the successful applicant. 

BURSARIES FOR PARTICIPANTS 

A limited number of bursaries are available through the Louise Crossley Bequest to assist 

participants with travel costs. 

If you wish to apply for a bursary, please complete the “Application for Financial Assistance” 

section on the application form.  

 

REGISTRATION 

Successful applicants and observers are required to register at the Tasmanian Symphony 

Office, 1 Davey Street Hobart, between 11:30am and 12pm on Saturday 28 September, 

2019. 

OBSERVERS 

Limited places are available for observers to attend the Louise Crossley Conducting 

Workshop. There is no fee for approved observers to attend the Louise Crossley 

Conducting Workshop.  

 Observers will be required to submit a current CV for consideration. 

 Observers may attend all sessions as designated in the schedule. 

 Observers may be any gender. 

 Bursaries are not available for observers. 

To apply to be an observer, please contact Jenny Compton comptonj@tso.com.au. 

 

mailto:comptonj@tso.com.au
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APPLICATION GUIDELINES AND ELIGIBILITY 

Applications for the Louise Crossley Conducting Workshop 2019 will be 

accepted online from Tuesday 21 May to Friday 21 June 2019 inclusive.  

We invite you to prepare your application based on the following guidelines.  

ELIGIBILITY 

The Louise Crossley Conducting Workshop 2019 is open to up to six female conductors, of 

university age and above. 

The Louise Crossley Conducting Workshop 2019 is open to female conductors who are 

permanent residents or citizens of Australia and New Zealand. 

APPLICATION 

The deadline for applications is Friday 21 June 2019, 5pm. 

Participants are required to apply online and attach the following to their 

application: 

1. A scan or proof of residence/citizenship, such as a passport page or visa document 

2. PDF current CV (maximum 1 page) 

3. PDF written statement (maximum 1 page) describing your motivation and objectives 

regarding conducting. 

4. PDF short personal biography, not exceeding 200 words, suitable for publication 

5. High resolution (300dpi) photograph/headshot. 

Incomplete applications will not be accepted. 

APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

All requests for financial assistance must be made at the time of application for the 

workshop. 

Applicants must supply the following: 

PDF brief statement (maximum 1 page) outlining why a bursary is necessary for you.  

 

Please note - any financial assistance will need to be returned to TSO if any of 

the following occur: 

 You withdraw from the Louise Crossley Conducting Workshop  

 You fail to attend the Louise Crossley Conducting Workshop 

 

Completed applications received will be acknowledged by email by/on Tuesday 25 June 

2019. 

Successful candidates will be contacted by email and announced on the TSO website by/on 

Friday 5 July 2019. 

Successful applications for bursaries will be notified by email by/on Friday 5 July 2019. 




