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STEPHEN HOUGH TRIUMPHS
IN BEETHOVEN
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HE CAME, HE PLAYED, HE TRIUMPHED. Stephen Hough has
achieved much in a career that has taken him all around the world,
but it was not until the London-based artist appeared with the
Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra in August that he performed all
five of Beethoven’s piano concertos as part of a cycle.
Conducted by Marko Letonja, the concerts were extremely
successful artistically and were a big hit with audiences too, who
turned out in vast numbers. Indeed, two of the three Hobart
concerts were sold out and the remaining concerts, one in Hobart
the other in Launceston, were very nearly sold out.
Given the significance of the piano concerto cycle, the TSO
supplemented the orchestral concerts with free, Beethoventhemed chamber music concerts in Hobart Town Hall given by
Satin Winds, the Huon Quartet, and Kettering Piano Quartet.
All three concerts played to full houses. A further event, also
strongly attended, was Tea & Talk with Stephen Hough and
Christopher Lawrence.

1 Matilde Ravizza.
2 Alex and Netta
McLaren.
3 Crowds turned
out in force
for the free
concerts in
Hobart Town
Hall.
4 One of the
Hobart concerts
was rounded
off with wine
tasting in the
foyer.
Photos: Toby Frost
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BEETHOVEN continued from page 1
1 David and Jennifer Lathwell with Diana and John Terry. 2 Miranda Carver, Constantine Chryssostalis and Anne Kim. 3 Michele Wilkie, Geoff Law and Sam
East. 4 Yushan and Marc Wierzbicki. 5 Louise Bloomfield and Jimmy Clough. 6 Ryan O’Malley, Tara Rowlins and Marilyn Pugsley. 7 Jan and George Casimaty
with Monica Antel. Photos: Toby Frost

DAVID RICH ELECTED TSO CHAIR
Dr David Rich was elected TSO Chair in
May. He replaces Pat Leary who, having
served the maximum nine-year term as
a TSO Director, including two years as
Chair, was obliged to step down from
the Board.
In taking on the role, Dr Rich
acknowledged the outstanding work
done by his predecessor. “I pay warm
tribute to Pat Leary who has contributed
so much to the success of the orchestra
over many years.”
Dr Rich said that he was delighted and
honoured “to become Chair of the TSO
at a time when it has reached a pinnacle
of artistic excellence.”
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“With the rest of the Board, I will work
hard to ensure the TSO’s continued
success and to support our outstanding
players, excellent management team
and staff, and our many supporters.”
A Graduate of the Australian Institute
of Company Directors, Dr Rich was
elected to the TSO Board in May 2008
and became Deputy Chair in 2013. Until
December 2013, he was Provost of the
University of Tasmania. Before moving
to Tasmania, he worked at the University
of New England in Armidale New South
Wales, Macquarie University in Sydney
and the University of Exeter in the
United Kingdom. He lives with his wife
Glenys in the Tamar Valley.

ISABELLE FAUST GUEST OF HONOUR
AT FUNDRAISING DINNER

MARKO LETONJA, Chief Conductor and Artistic
Director, was delighted to welcome guest of honour
Isabelle Faust and members of the Conductor’s Circle
to a fundraising dinner at Hadley’s Orient Hotel,
Hobart, on 28 July.
Over a delicious three-course meal, members of
the Conductor’s Circle were able to become better
acquainted with each other, deepen their relationship
with Maestro Letonja and come to know renowned
violinist Isabelle Faust.
Should you wish to become a member
of the Conductor’s Circle and attend the
next fundraising event, please contact
Jessica Armson, Philanthropy and Special
Events Coordinator, on 03 6232 4405 or
armsonj@tso.com.au.
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1 Anne and Don Challen, Diane Matthews, John Langford, Frances Underwood and
Marko Letonja.
2 Anje Smith, Antoine Freuchet, Isabelle Faust, Marko Letonja, Russell Smith and
Tristan Freuchet.
3 John and Marilyn Canterford, Lisa Roberts and Marko Letonja.
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COMINGS AND GOINGS
VALE, LOUISE
CROSSLEY
THE TSO was saddened by the death
of scientist and environmentalist Dr
Louise Crossley, a great supporter of
the orchestra, who passed away on 30
July.
Writing in the Mercury, Christine Milne
remarked that “[Louise Crossley’s]
legacy will live on in many ways, from
the joy she brought to so many lives,
to the forests and the Antarctic she
campaigned to save, to Green parties
here and around the world and to
the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra,
about which she was so passionate…
she loved the Tasmanian Symphony
Orchestra and took pride in how many
women were in the orchestra and
her hope that one day we would see
as many women as men conducting
orchestras around the world.”
Dr Louise Crossley was a TSO
Foundation Life Benefactor. The
TSO would like to acknowledge that
the very generous gift she made to
the TSO Foundation will assist the
orchestra in future endeavours.

VALE, STEVE
MARTIN

THE TSO mourns the death of Steve
Martin, who passed away on 12
September. Steve played Double Bass
with the orchestra from 1977 until his
retirement in 2010. He was a muchloved member of the TSO who gave
his all to audiences and colleagues,
and will be remembered for his
warmth, generosity and talent.
In addition to his activities with the
orchestra, Steve promoted music
in the wider community through his
involvement as Manager/Artistic
Director of Virtuosi Tasmania. The
TSO extends its condolences to
Steve’s wife, Dianne, and family.
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SAM EAST is currently in the role of
Corporate Partnerships Executive,
standing in for Gabrielle Lis who is on
maternity leave. Sam has one of those
eclectic pasts where you are not quite
sure where to start! Born in Singapore,
with her parents on their first tour
of duty for Her Majesty’s Diplomatic
Service, Sam grew up with a passport
in her satchel and cocktail parties in
her blood. While schooled in England,
she had globe-trotting holidays that
took her and her sister to places as
far flung as Mogadishu and Amman.
After graduating from the University of
Newcastle-upon-Tyne with a science
degree and a smattering of marketing
studies thrown in, she explored expat life
in Hong Kong where work opportunities
had her trading stocks and shares
among other things, and where she
got a taste for rugby union, playing for
Hong Kong Ladies Rugby Sevens squad!
Sam arrived in Australia in 1997 and
Tasmania just over five years ago where
she is now more than happy to stay put,
living by a lagoon with partner, two dogs
and two cats and listening to classical
music. Sam feels the good life is now
complete with her collected skills being
well utilised to bring in the dough for
the TSO and where the bees in her back
yard hive hum along
to something RimskyKorsakov might have
written!
PAT LEARY has
stepped down as TSO
Chair having completed
the maximum nineyear term allowed
as a TSO Board
member. Pat joined
the Board in February
2006, was appointed
Deputy Chair in December of that year
and became Chair in 2013. As David
Rich acknowledges elsewhere in this
newsletter, Pat worked tirelessly over the
years in her various roles on the Board.
But over and above her contributions
to TSO governance, Pat has been
supportive of the TSO in other ways.
So active is her concert-going that
Federation Concert Hall is practically her
second home, and she has been known
to travel to Launceston to catch repeat
TSO performances! Yes, Pat is a paid-up,
card-carrying “TSO tragic”. She is also
an extremely generous philanthropist
and has been a Chair Sponsor since
2005. As Pat puts it, “we must never
stop working to ensure that there will
always be a TSO for future generations
to enjoy.”

JONATHON
RAMSAY took
up the position of
Principal Trombone
in January, fresh
from completing
his Bachelor of
Music Studies degree at the Sydney
Conservatorium of Music where he
studied trombone and euphonium
with Scott Kinmont and ophicleide
with Nick Byrne, both members of the
Sydney Symphony Orchestra. As a
soloist, Jonathon has performed with
the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra
as well as a number of community
based orchestras, wind bands and
brass bands, and has been broadcast
live and recorded multiple times on
national radio. He has recently been
a member of the Sydney Symphony
Sinfonia and Australian Youth
Orchestra, and has taken lessons
with some of the world’s leading
trombonists, including Michael Mulcahy
of the Chicago Symphony and Jorgen
van Rijen of the Royal Concertgebouw
in Amsterdam. When he puts the
trombone down, Jonathon enjoys
cycling the streets of Hobart – weather
permitting of course!
JUANITA VON STIEGLITZ was
elected to the TSO Board in May. Her
professional background is in tourism
and tourism marketing. Additionally,
she has extensive experience in senior
corporate roles and small business,
and has worked with not-for-profit
organisations and government entities.
Her current work is as Co-Founder and
Director of Masstige Moments, which
specialises in sales and marketing
representation services for superpremium travel products. From 1994
to 2008 she worked
for American
Express in Sydney,
including a period
as Regional Head
of Membership
Travel Services
aimed at AMEX’s
premium consumer
groups. Her board
experience includes
American Express
Inc Wholesale
Currency Services and Tourism
Tasmania. For the latter, she served as
Chair of the Audit Committee. She is
currently a board member of Design
Tasmania. Launceston-based Juanita
has a passion for all things Tasmanian
and an interest in travel, architecture,
design, music, food and wine.

Maximus Musicus
VISITS THE
ORCHESTRA

Hordes of excited children, along
with their parents and grandparents,
descended on Federation Concert
Hall on 10 September for Maximus
Musicus visits the Orchestra, the TSO’s
second Family Classics concert for the
year.
The fun began with colouring-in and
other activities in the foyer before
the concert. Once the concert got
underway, the capacity audience was
treated to a charming story about a
music-loving mouse, as narrated by
Allison Farrow, illustrated with images
projected behind the orchestra. Earlier
in the day, the concert played to a full
and enthusiastic audience made up
entirely of school children.
The TSO’s final Family Classics concert
for the year, Dirty Beasts by Roald
Dahl, is on Thursday 12 November
at 6pm. Get ready for more preconcert activities and family-friendly
entertainment!
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WRAP-UP OF RECENT
EVENTS
Members of TSO Friends have been
fortunate in the last few months to have
heard some outstanding recitals by TSO
players and associated musicians:
6 June. Rohana O’Malley. TSO Studio,
Hobart.
26 July. Martin Penicka, Simone Walters
and Lorentz Lossius. TSO Studio,
Hobart.
2 August. Launceston Quartet (Miranda
Carson, Will Newbery, Douglas
Mackie and Ivan James). Launceston
Church Grammar School.
9 August. Kettering Piano Quartet
(Monica Naselow, Will Newbery,
Brett Rutherford and Jennifer MartenSmith). TSO Studio, Hobart.
TSO Friends would like to extend a
warm thank you to all of the musicians
who so generously gave of their time. At
the function on 6 June, Ryan O’Malley,
husband of Rohana, talked about his
Tasmanian Icon wine label (keep an eye
out for it) and kindly invited all of us to
take part in wine tasting.

CALLING ALL
TROMBONISTS!
David Robins, TSO Trombone, will be
conducting a Trombone Masterclass
in Launceston on Sunday 18 October

1 Martin Penicka, Simone Walters and Lorentz Lossius
2 Rhys Gray with his parents
3 Rohana and Ryan O’Malley

TCE PRIZE WINNER
The TSO Friends Prize for the best pass
in TCE Music in 2014 has been won by
Rhys Gray of Taroona. Rhys completed
his TCE studies at Elizabeth College and
is currently studying composition at the
Tasmanian Conservatorium.

NEW WEBSITE
TSO Friends is soon to have a new and
improved website. It will have a better
structure, more image-rich interface,
simplified editing capability and will
function equally well on fixed and mobile
devices. The new website is expected to
be up and running around the middle of
October.

Introduction to the 2016 Season with Simon Rogers
Sunday 11 October 11am
TSO Studio Hobart

Trombone Masterclass with David Robins

Sunday 18 October 10.30am – 1pm
Brock Room, Launceston Church Grammar School
Sunday 6 December 11am
TSO Studio Hobart
6
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(for details, see Calendar below). If you
are a trombonist and wish to register,
go to tsofriends.com.au/our-events/
masterclass/. If you are a brass player,
have an interest in brass instruments
generally or are simply a fan of brass
music, you’ll want to get along as David
is a wonderful tutor and a brilliant
communicator. The cost is $30 for
participants and $10/$5 for audience
members. Light refreshments will be
available. Places are limited and are
filling up fast so register now! For more
information, phone 0448 326 258.

TSO FRIENDS CALENDAR

End-of-Year Function
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TSO FRIENDS
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Thank you to all TSO Friends for their
ongoing support for the TSO through
their annual TSO Friends subscription.
Member subscriptions account for
approximately half of all of TSO Friends’
revenue and, as such, are an invaluable
means of enabling TSO Friends to
provide financial support for the TSO.
Just a reminder that subscriptions roll
over throughout the year rather than on
a single fixed date. Reminders are issued
by the TSO Box Office approximately
two months prior to renewal.

STORIES FROM THE ARCHIVE
MEMBERS OF THE Archive Working
Group are busy sifting through
photos, programs and other pieces of
ephemera that have been submitted
by members of the public. The various
items highlight, among other things,
the crucial role that post-World War II
migrants played in shaping orchestral
culture in Australia. Frances Underwood,
a member of the Archive Working
Group, highlights one such story…
Constantine Lavroff arrived in Australia
in 1951 aboard the Toscana, a ship that
broke down and, on a later voyage,

sank. An immigrant from Cairo, where
his father had been a violinist for the
silent movies, he remembers as a
young boy the terrifying experience of
having to audition for Eugene Goossens
for entry to the selective Sydney
Conservatorium High School, the alma
mater of other Tasmanian musicians
including Jody Heald, Erica Davidson,
Cherelle Gadge and William Hennessy.

of the Sydney Symphony. Constantine
joined the TSO in 1962 at the invitation
of then Resident Conductor, Thomas
Matthews. Now, at the age of 80,
Constantine is a much loved leader of
community music through his work with
the Hobart Chamber Orchestra and
the many ensembles in which he plays,
always encouraging those can play to
keep making music.

As a young man, Constantine was
appointed to the Sydney Symphony.
At the time, refugees from the Holocaust
and war-torn Europe were the backbone

Contributions to the archive – or,
as Frances likes to think of it,
the memorabilia box – are much
appreciated. Please keep them coming!

CONDUCTOR DEVELOPMENT
THE CONDUCTOR Development Program, hosted by the TSO in collaboration
with Symphony Services International, was held in Hobart, 31 August – 4
September. Program Director Christopher Seaman offered invaluable advice,
insights and hands-on tips to the six participants: Timothy Carpenter (NZ), Gordon
Hamilton (QLD), Mayuka Juber (WA), Natalia Raspopova (NSW), Roy Theaker
(VIC) and Simone Zucatti (NSW). Five observers also attended. Members of the
Conductor’s Circle sat in on the final session of the mastercourse and mingled
with participants and musicians afterwards. The closing session was especially
poignant as it marked the end of Christopher Seaman’s tenure as Program Director.
A reception in the Green Room was held in his honour.
(L-R) Roy Theaker, Christopher Seaman, Timothy Carpenter, Gordon Hamilton,
Natalia Raspopova, Simone Zucatti and Mayuka Juber.

TSO PRISON PROJECT
AS PART OF ITS MISSION to reach areas
of the community that have traditionally
had little or no access to orchestral
music, the TSO, in conjunction with the
Tasmanian Prison Service, has initiated a
Prison Project. Four TSO musicians – Rob
Clark, Matt Goddard, Christine Lawson
and Alison Lazaroff-Somssich – along with
Jenny Compton, Outreach and Education
Executive, and Pat Leary, former Chair,
visited the Ron Barwick Minimum Security
Prison, Risdon Cove, on 25 May and 15
June to present music workshops.
Inmate dads, children, spouses and
carers joined in the fun with musical
games, instrument demonstrations and
performances by the TSO musicians.
Dads and children tried out some of the
instruments too! Coming up later in the
year will be a performance of Peter and
the Wolf as part of the prison Family Day
program.
In a related story, five members of a rock
band from the Ron Barwick Minimum
Security Prison attended the TSO’s Open
Rehearsal in Federation Concert Hall on
31 July. In addition to sitting in on the
rehearsal, the inmates met Marko Letonja
and violin virtuoso, Isabelle Faust.
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CODETTA
Among the new faces dotted around the
orchestra are Stefanie Farrands, who is
trialling in the position of Principal Viola, and
James Menzies, trialling in the position of
Tutti Double Bass. Aurora Henrich has been
invited to trial in the remaining Tutti Double
Bass position but you won’t be seeing her
in the orchestra just yet as her trial won’t
commence until early next year.
Win a Day in the Life of James Bond – a
competition that was devised by the TSO and

the Hobart Mercury and run in conjunction
with the TSO concert, James Bond: Licence
to Thrill – won the “Best Integrated Campaign
Award” at the annual awards given by
the Pacific Area Newspaper Publishers’
Association.
For the second year in the row, the TSO
participated in Australia’s Biggest Morning
Tea, a fundraising initiative of the Cancer
Council. Held on 29 June, the event raised
$224.
Marko Letonja was delighted to be presented
with copies of Richard Wagner’s On
Conducting and Arnold Schoenberg’s Theory
of Harmony, generously donated by TSO

TSO PARTNERS
CORE PUBLIC SUPPORT
The Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra is assisted by the Australian
Government through the Australia Council, its arts funding and
advisory body, and the Tasmanian Government through the
Minister for the Arts, and the Tasmanian Icon Program.

PRINCIPAL PARTNER

PREMIER PARTNERS

The annual Symphony Australia TSO
Composers’ School was held in Hobart,
29 June – 2 July. School Director, Andrew
Schultz, fellow composer Matthew Hindson
and conductor Brett Kelly worked with
four emerging composers: Lisa Cheney,
Mark Holdsworth, Tim Shawcross and Ian
Whitney. Hobart-based composer and
composition lecturer Maria Grenfell also
offered her expertise. Participants not only
submitted newly written works but took part in
orchestration projects. The general consensus
was that the original works and orchestrations
were of a high standard.
Fifty-three members of the TSO Chorus
travelled to Sydney to join the Sydney
Philharmonia Choirs, Sydney Children’s
Choir and Sydney Symphony Orchestra for
performances of Berlioz’s Te Deum at the
Sydney Opera House on 3 and 4 September.
Conducted by Charles Dutoit, one of the
world’s most renowned conductors and an
expert in French repertoire, the Te Deum was
praised to the skies by Sydney Morning Herald
reviewer, Peter McCallum: “For 50 magnificent
minutes, great blasts of choral splendour and
orchestral imagination loomed palpably like
the delusions of a long-forgotten dream.”
Various members of the TSO have been out
and about giving concerts as part of the TSO’s
Outreach Program. TSO wind players Dinah
Woods (oboe), Andrew Seymour (clarinet)
and Tahnee van Herk (bassoon) performed
at Mathers House on 19 May, and Monica
Naselow (violin), Lisa Grosman (viola) and
Jonathon Ramsay (trombone) paid a visit to
Bellerive Primary School on 19 June.

MAJOR PARTNERS

LEADERSHIP PARTNERS

The TSO’s annual collaboration with the
Tasmanian Youth Orchestra, Big Rehearsal,
took place in Hobart City Hall on Saturday
5 September. Maestro Johannes Fritzsch
rehearsed works by Tchaikovsky, Sibelius,
Grieg and others. As the name suggests, the
event is a rehearsal, not a concert, and, as
such, is an opportunity for the members of
TYO to work with a renowned conductor and
to pick up invaluable knowledge and skills
from the professional players sitting beside
them.

PARTNERS

SUPPORTING PARTNERS

This year’s Rising Star Competition has been
won by harpist Kate Bohmer, a year 12 student
at The Friends’ School. Kate will perform the
first movement of Handel’s Harp Concerto
in B flat at Dirty Beasts by Roald Dahl, the
TSO’s Family Classics concert on Thursday
12 November. Save the date!

WINE PARTNERS

MEDIA SUPPORTER

WE ALSO WISH TO THANK

Foot & Playsted

In Graphic Detail

For information on TSO Partner opportunities,
please contact Sam East on 6232 4430 or
email easts@tso.com.au
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Patrons and Conductor’s Circle members,
Dr Alex and Netta McLaren.

ADMINISTRATION
Telephone: 03 6232 4444
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Email: tso@tso.com.au
www.tso.com.au

The TSO Foundation is grateful to have
received notification of a bequest from Ms
Barbara Ruschanow. The TSO would like to
thank Barbara for her foresight and generosity.
If you would like to support the TSO into the
future with a notified bequest, please contact
Jessica Armson, Philanthropy and Special
Events Coordinator, on 03 6232 4405 or
armsonj@tso.com.au.
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